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The September monthly meeting of
Yarm Town Council was held at

The Fellowship Hall (side entrance) Yarm Town Council
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Members of the public were invited to arm
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attend the meeting
COVID Guidance at the time applies.
lJuliet Johnson, Proper Officer to YTC

In accordance with the Openness of Local Government Bodies Regulations 2014, photographing, recording, broadcasting or transmitting the proceedings of a meeting by any means is permitted;
the Chair will notify those present of this at the start of the meeting and ask whether they agree to be filmed, recorded or photograph

YARM TOWN COUNCIL
MINUTES

PRESENT:

Clir John Coulson (Chair) Clir Patrick Morton

Clir Alan Moffit (Vice Chair) Clir Pam Smailes

Clir Philip Addison Clir Barbara Wegg

Clir lan Carter Clir Bob Wegg

Clir Peter Monck Town Clerk / Proper Officer - Juliet Johnson

4 members of the public were present

0.0 A vote of thanks was proposed for the Clerk for her work on actioning necessary arrangements for ceremonies and
Book of Condolence etc. on the death of Her Majesty, Queen Elizabeth II.

PROPOSED: Clir Addison SECONDED: Clir Coulson AGREED

1.0 Notice of Meeting

1.1 Public notice of the meeting has been given in accordance with schedule 12, paragraph 10 (2) of the LGA 1972.
1.2 The Clerk drew attention to 9.2 - Allotments Report - and asked the meeting to

a) check that Clirs had the correct agenda - a specific allotments item at 9.2.1 had been clarified in re-issuing the
agenda (all confirmed they had this);
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b) through the Chair, to check that Clirs were happy to proceed with including 9.2.1 on this agenda as this had been
reissued 20 minutes after the papers circulation deadline (noting the knock on effect of significant additional
arrangements for events that had to be put in place as of events of last Thursday).

The meeting agreed to proceed with the amended agenda.
2.0 To appoint a Chairman in the absence of the Chair and/or Vice Chair - N/A
3.0 Apologies for Absence

3.1 Apologies for absence were received from Clirs Chris Neil, Marjorie Simpson and Ward Councillor Andrew Sherris.
4.0 Code of Conduct | Declaration of Interest | Dispensation

a) To record declarations of interest from members of any item to be discussed
b) To consider, vote upon and record any requests for dispensation.

4.1 Clir Monck stated a non-prejudicial interest in matters relating to the church and churchyard; Clir Morton declared
an interest as regards trade waste bins; Clir Bob Wegg declared a non-pecuniary interest in matters relating to the
allotments (item 9.2). X

5.0 Confirmation of Minutes
To approve the minutes of the previous meetings:

5.1 Weigh and Tolls Committee held on Tuesday 12th July 2022 and approve their signature by the Chair of the
meeting. '

PROPOSED:  Clir Addison SECONDED:  Clir Moffitt APPROVED
5.2 Yarm Town Council held on Tuesday 12th July 2022 and approve their signature by the Chair of the meeting.

5.2.1 Anamendment was requested by Clir Barbara Wegg so that the minutes reflected her actions at the beginning of
the Policy & Resources section of the YTC Meeting on 12th July 2022. Clir Moffitt referenced that minutes do not need to
record verbatim / everything that happened. The Clerk asked Clir Barbara Wegg to clarify what she wanted as the
amendment in the minutes. A vote was taken as to whether this amendment should be made.

PROPOSED: Clir Monck SECONDED: Clir Addison APPROVED

5.2.2 Adiscussion ensued regarding the timing of publishing minutes: Clir Smailes stated that she had evidence that
minutes legally had to be published within 30 days/ 1month - Clir Moffitt agreed; the Clerk confirmed the practice she had
been shown on starting at YTC was to not publish in the public domain until minutes were approved (confirmed by Clirs
Monck and Addison) & therefore some months this would not occur within 30 days/1 month {(depending on where the 2nd
Tuesday falls); good practice circulation is 10 working days; the Clerk (following suggestion by the then Chair) had ceased
her original working practice of immediate circulation of minutes due to the persistent adverse treatment of individuals in
online communications following circulation (Clir Moffitt also referenced this) and also problems arising from confidentiality
being compromised; the Clerk will look into the issue and circulate earlier (noting the workload impact of a recent national
event that had to be responded to on this occasion).
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5.2.3  With the inclusion of the amendment requested by Clir Barbara Wegg and noted by the Clerk, the minutes for 12th
July 2022 were noted and approved.

PROPOSED:  Clir Addison SECONDED: Clir Coulson APPROVED

5.3 Yarm Town Council Allotments Committee held on Monday 11th July 2022 and approve their signature by the Chair
of the meeting.

PROPOSED:  Clir Coulson SECONDED:  Clir Addison APPROVED
5.4 Yarm Town Council EGM held on 2nd August 2022 (DEFERRED TO THE NEXT MEETING)

The Clerk explained that she is seeking further advice on part of this minute, stating that: a) there is no provision in Standing
Orders (ours or model) for a motion that was made during the confidential section of the meeting; b) it is important that
everything / the best possible information should be in the public domain (the query simply being how this should be
written). Clir Bob Wegg stated that all that had happened had to be published. The Clerk completely agreed with this but
re-stated that it was simply important how this was written up i.e. to protect individual Clirs, including the proposer of the
motion, and the Council as a whole.

6.0 Matters arising from the minutes of the previous Ordinary YTC meeting, 12th July 2022:
6.1 Litter Bins and Trade Waste Bins : Current Position

Clir Morton stated that 2 bins in Central Street remained unclaimed and overloaded with hazardous items.. Clir Moffitt
proposed that Stockton Borough Council(SBC) should be asked to remove these bins. ACTION: Clerk

6.2 YTC ‘Charity of the Year’ - to agree a choice

YTC received 4 applications for the above. Discussion took place as to the proposed choice and Councillor Barbara Wegg &
other Clirs referenced anti-social behaviour incidents and the importance of the work with young people by Cornerhouse. It
was proposed that Cornerhouse be YTC’s Charity of the Year.

PROPOSED: Clir Moffit SECONDED: Clir Monck RESOLVED
6.3 Worsall Rd. Roundabout - return of funds & future

Clir Addison confirmed that the ward funding had now been returned as agreed. The Clerk reported that SBC wanted to
know that whilst YTC could not conduct any work in relation to the structure on the roundabout {hence the return of the
ward funding), did YTC want to take charge of the planting of in future years (specifying that this would have to be done by a
professional contractor with formal insurances, risk assessments etc and not by volunteers). Agreed that, as for this year,
the roundabout was returned to SBC for all aspects of care. ACTION: Clerk to inform SBC

6.4 Ward Budget Funding: Spinner proposed for Willey Flatts

The Clerk confirmed that SBC had suggested that the play surface area would have to be extended at Willey Flatts in order
to make room for the Spinner (this potentially costing more than the equipment). It is also understood that the Ward
Budget and suggestion of a Spinner had originally been offered in relation to the play area at Snaith’s Field. Clir Moffitt

With the exception of any item identified above as containing exempt or confidential information under the Local Government Act 1972 — section
100A(4), members of the public (other than those prohibited from doing so) are entitled to attend this meeting and/or have access to the agenda



Classification: Intemnal Use

asked as to what alternative equipment could be purchased. Clir Monck suggested the replacement of the ‘rocket’
equipment structure at Snaith’s. Clir Coulson recommended re-consulting ward Clirs.

AGREED ACTION: Ward Clirs to be consulted as to what the ward funding could be used for and where.
6.5 River Walkways Partnership Project : Update

ClIr Moffitt informed the meeting that the Environment Agency are currently finalising their site inspection surveys for the
several new flood gates (the whole installation now delayed until Spring 2023). Clir Carter commented that SBC have
transferred the work to correct bumps in the river pathway (caused by tree roots) which affects accessibility until October
(this is due to staff shortages/losing staff to the private sector). Cllr Coulson congratulated Clir Carter on the work he has led
at True Lovers Walk. Clir Carter referenced future ambition for the walkways to carry information about the history of the
river.

6.6 Flag Flying & Policy : update Clerk/Clirs Coulson & Moffitt - meeting still to be arranged.
6.7 Offer of a Memorial Bench for Clir Alan Gallafant (from the family)

Clir Moffitt - the Wellness Centre area had been agreed for the site. Further advice from the family is awaited. Clir Barbara
Wegg asked if planning permission would be needed - the Clerk replied that it might depend upon the site identified.

6.8 Ward Councillor Request: relocate bench used for ASB (Sheepcote Hill, Lower Willey Flatts)
Clir Coulson has met with Ward Clir Sherris and it has been agreed to leave this issue for now due to removal difficulties.
6.9 Proposal for Memorial Bench for Vincenzo Serino

Clirs Moffitt & Carter briefed the meeting that this is going ahead and that the request is confirmed as a bench in the same
design as those on True Lovers Walk and also for it to be located in the river walkway area.

6.10 Allotment Development Fund

Clir Addison reported on a request by Clir Smailes as regards the agreed purpose and use of the Allotment Development
Fund. No reference to the fund being ring-fenced for the purchase of land can be found. Clir Addison has circulated a
document detailing spend (NB the Allotment Development Fund existed prior to the receipt of money for land leased to the
Doctor’s Surgery). At the time of the receipt of the land lease money the then Chairman had wanted a significant proportion
of this to be spent on other things, Clir Bob Wegg had advocated the money be spent on toilets and general upgrading
specific to allotments and a letter from Yarm Gardening Association had referenced the Allotment Act in that the funds
obtained from leasing the land had to be spent on allotments only. The last reference in the minutes {Nov 2011) leaves the
issue unresolved. It appears the fund is for general upgrading of the allotments (past and present practice).

6.11 = Pack up & Clearing of the Town Hall & Artefacts

The Clerk reported that further work had taken place to pack artefacts (including labelling, valuing, ensuring pest free etc.).
Industrial style Council chairs still to be disposed of (auction house); table to be dismantled for storage and disposal of
remaining items underway.

7.0 Council Finances
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7.1 To authorise payment of the accounts
7.1.1  Payments List Refers: Clir Addison addison asked that the Payments List for 2 months be noted and approved.
PROPOSED: Clir Moffitt SECONDED:  Clir Coulson APPROVED
7.2 Income and Expenditure Report - Jdly/ August 2022 (DOCUMENT REFERS)
Clir Addison presented the Income and Expenditure report.
ACTION: Clir Moffitt identified a miscoding to be corrected.
7.3 Bank Reconciliation - July/ August 2022 (DOCUMENT REFERS)
The bank reconciliations were presented and noted (confirmation that these would normally be presented as a single scan).
7.4 To note the report from the External Auditor - 2021-2022 Accounts Approved
{DOCUMENT REFERS)
7.4.1 The YTC Accounts and Annual Governance and Accountability Return has been approved and returned by the
External Auditor with the Certificate of Completion; the meeting was asked to note and approve these along with the
requirements for publication in the public domain.
PROPOSED: Clir Addison SECONDED: Clir Moffitt APPROVED
8.0 To Review and Consider the Correspondence List
No comments or queries were received in respect of the Correspondence List.

8.1 Adjournment and Questions From the Public

The Chair adjourned the meeting for questions from the public. He reminded all present that this session was for members
of the public to pose questions or offer comments regarding council work / projects. He added that this process should be
kept respectful.

8.1.1 Member of the public (A) asked on what basis the offer of a bench from another member of the public had been
refused (2 years ago). Clirs could not answer this and were not aware that such an offer had been refused or why so.

ACTION: Member of the public (A) to contact the Clerk with the details of the person who had wished to have a
bench sited so that the Council could consider this request at a future meeting (link to True Lovers Walk Group/ClIr Carter).

8.1.2 A member of the public (A} challenged the Chair as regards an alleged attempt to take a regular youth project
booking from Challoner House over to the Fellowship Hall. The member of the public stated that another member of staff
could also testify that this had occurred. The Chair stated that he had no knowledge of this.

8.1.3 A further member of the public (B) reported on joining in with the volunteering at True Lovers Walk and
commented that one area the group was addressing (near/under the bridge) was often flooded (due to a drainage channel
being silted up) and also used as a urinal which made it an unhygienic area to work in. A request was made for SBC to look
to see if what was an apparent drainage issue could be solved (not something a volunteer group could do).
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ACTION: Clerk to contact SBC to see if drainage in this specific location can be addressed.

8.1.4 A third member of the public (C) offered to help the Clerk dismantle the old Council table currently still in the Town
Hall and needs to be moved. The offer was gratefully received.

9.0 Policy and Resources:
9.1 Cemetery Report

9.1.1 Clir Moffit gave an update. The St Mary Magdalene Tomb Survey is underway and the recommendations for repair
will become available. The Cemetery has also been tidied in terms of groundcare. Clir Barbara Wegg suggested that tubs
that were located near a bench should be moved so as not to cramp the sitting area. She also asked why graves faced in
different directions - the suggestion is that this is simply historic.

ACTION: Clerk to speak with grounds care re. tubs.
9.2 Allotments Report

Clir Coulson reported that a large shed had been removed and ground filled / corrected and the allotment was now let.
There is currently 1 plot vacant at Brickyard. A number of transfers have recently taken place. Clirs Wegg noted that the wall
between Brickyard Allotments and the Cemetery driveway was overgrown with ivy (+ overhanging trees along the Spital)
and that in the past the Community Allotments Association (YCAA) had dealt with this. It was noted that the issue of voting
rights for YCAA on YTC Allotments committee might be brought back to a future meeting following further research.

9.2.1 To consider, propose and agree the rate of annual Allotment Rent for Oct. 23 - Sept.’24

The Clerk gave the background as to why the rise agreed at the October 2021 meeting could not be applied in October 2022
(in short, it had not been put on the agenda in time to give proper notice to tenants). Cllr Bob Wegg queried the year for
application of the rent rise. It was proposed that a rent of £35 per plot should be agreed to be applied for the allotment rent
year October 2023 - September 2024. Allotment rent of £35 per plot for October 2023 - September 2024 was proposed.

PROPOSED: Clir Monck SECONDED: Clir Coulson RESOLVED

Clir Bob Wegg stated that he’d declared a non-pecuniary interest but queried as to whether a rent rise was needed. Clir
Addison commented that the allotments are currently subsidised by approximately £3,000. Clir Coulson gave comparator
rents (e.g. £78 in Middlesbrough, £185 in Darlington) and that the Council had to ensure income towards all the work that
had taken place at the allotment and that would be required in the future.

9.3 To pass a resolution to sign up to the Civility and Respect Pledge

Clir Coulson introduced this agenda item - a national campaign addressing bullying, harassment and dysfunctional
behaviour in the local council sector - an initiative led by SLCC (Society of Local Council Clerks) and NALC (National
Association of Local Councils). A pledge, containing key commitments, had been issued by the campaign (circulated to all
Clirs) with the suggestion that local councils should sign up to this. The campaign also included training for all. Clirs Moffit &
Coulson recommended that all members of YTC should attend some element(s) of the training offered. It was proposed to
sign the pledge.

PROPOSED: Clir Monk SECONDED: Clir Coulson RESOLVED
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Clir Moffitt proposed that if Clirs signed the pledge the Council should agree that all YTC should attend Civility & Respect
training.

PROPOSED: Clir Moffitt SECONDED: Clir Coulson RESOLVED
9.4 Confidentiality in YTC

9.4.1  Clir Moffit raised the issue of the lack of confidentiality as regards an issue that was necessarily discussed ‘under

the line’ (without public and press present) at the EGM 2nd August 2022. Clir Moffitt produced a bible and stated that he
would like, in theory, all present to swear on this that they had not shared confidential information from this EGM and
whether one or more persons would, therefore, then actually purger themselves - Clir Smailes answered that she felt that
this was directed at her and she would be happy to. Clir Moffitt felt disclosure of such confidential information was
disgraceful and the person(s) responsible were not fit to be a Clir. All members (apart from Clir Barbara Wegg) swore on the '
Bible. Clir Coulson supported Clir Moffitt’s view of this.

9.4.2 The Clerk stated that taking confidentiality seriously was part of the Civility and Respect agenda (towards colleagues
and to the Council, the body we are all signed up to as public servants). If these issues are not taken seriously, negative
impact for clerking and the organisation as a whole is the (deserved) result. Clir Addison pointed out that when one is
elected as a Clir confidentiality is an important required duty and responsibility.

9.5 Consideration of correct use of social media for YTC

Clir Morton asked the Clerk to summarise the current position and perhaps be given 10 minutes to go through social media
good practice at the next meeting. The Clerk confirmed that currently any post (on public groups) that references the status
of councillor(s) and delivering YTC agreed / linked tasks (including those led by individual councillors) should be posted
through the Clerk (in consultation with the Chair) - this then bears the official YTC crest. The Clerk requested that a
Councillor(s) - potentially those who had abstained from the pertaining vote at the August EGM - should review the current
existing Social Media policy with her. '

ACTION: Clerk to circulate the current Social Media Policy; Clir Morton and The Clerk to review guidance on this for a
future agenda.

9.6 a) Proposal to renovate Yarm High St. Benches

9.6.1 Clir Carter presented a proposal in which he negotiated sponsorship from a local business for a one off renovation
of all the benches on Yarm High St (this includes Yarm and SBC owned benches). ClIr Carter, The Clerk and an SBC Officer
have conducted a survey of all High Street / wharf benches as to condition and ownership. Some were found to be
unadopted and not listed (on current SBC plan of ‘all’ benches).

It was proposed to accept the generous offer from the local business to fund and renovate High Street benches (subject to
a) approval received from SBC for this to happen as regards the benches they own and for the specific plan of work for their
renovation to be forwarded to and approved by SBC; b) for up to £300 of the YTC’s current budget allocation for bench
maintenance (£3k) to be spent on items of equipment (e.g. paint kettles and sander) to support the delivery of the
sponsorship offer.

PROPOSED: Clir Carter SECONDED: Clir Coulson RESOLVED
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b) Proposal to adopt all Yarm High St Benches

9.6.2 Initial figures for the long term cost of this project were summarised and tabled. These figures will be supplied to a
future meeting in advance i.e. as the proposal has financial impact on the Council’s yearly budget. The proposal was made
to adopt all the Yarm High St benches, in principle and subject to the approval of how to budget for the financial impact of
this at a future meeting (e.g.. figure to be added to the precept).

PROPOSED:  Clir Coulson SECONDED: Clir Addison RESOLVED

ACTION: Clerk to contact SBC re proposal to adopt all benches and proposal for the sponsored one off refurbishment
to include SBC owned benches.

9.7 Discussion: development of a Night Market

ClIr Carter presented an idea based on his experiences of nighttime markets (e.g. food markets, monthly) in other parts of
Europe and how these initiatives contributed to the image and ambience of a place, celebrating Yarm'’s heritage as a market
town. Discussion took place in which previous initiatives were referenced including market stall huts from SBC, costings,
aims and where such a market could be located. It was proposed that Clir Carter should research the initiative.

ACTION: Agreed that Clir Carter will research option for a monthly night market

A VOTE WAS TAKEN AND IT WAS AGREED TO WAIVE STANDING ORDERS FOR THE MEETING TO CONTINUE FOR A FURTHER
10 MINUTES (BEYOND 9.30PM).

9.8 Keeping Yarm Safe: meeting with residents, businesses & police

Clir Carter briefed Council as to a meeting he’d organised (6pm, 14th September, Wellness Centre) for residents and
businesses to speak with police re. the recent rise in incidents of anti-social behaviour and difficulties people experienced in

trying to report this (including fear of doing so). Registering a rising problem and looking at how Yarm works with Police are
key aims of the meeting.

10.0 Planning & Environment:
10.1  Matters Arising: Planning Applications & Lists

Clir Monck briefed the meeting as to progress with the Long Stay Car Park and the recent application to modify the wall
(needing to be higher) - planning consultation had no further comments on this currently & YTC needs no further input.

10.2 ' Latest Play Area Reports & Issues: Update

The Clerk updated the meeting (as per circulated email from SBC) that SBC could no longer deliver play equipment repairs
(due to staff shortages previously referenced). The inspection service continues. The Clerk has researched and contacted
approximately 12 companies and 6 local authorities nearby to identify replacement repair service. Repairs already logged
with SBC are being attended to and interim service is being sought prior to decision for the longer term. A proposal was
made to give the Clerk dispensation to identify an interim repair service (in consultation with the Chair and Finance lead)

PROPOSED:  Clir Moffitt SECONDED: Clir Addison RESOLVED

10.3  To approve a Tree Survey to be conducted for YTC areas - £450 - £500
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PROPOSED: Clir Addison SECONDED: Clir Coulson RESOLVED
10.4  Approval of continued grounds maintenance for Snaith’s Field (£60 x3 per annum)

PROPOSED: Clir Addison SECONDED: Clir Coulson RESOLVED

11.0  To agree any content for the YTC website and requests for Facebook features
11.1  Feedback on items to date & proposed new items

The Clerk reminded new councillors (and others that still hadn’t done so) to forward photos so that she could update the
~“website section on YTC Councillors and their roles (most efficiently done as one session). If Councillors don’t want their
photos featured, to let the Clerk know so she could progress this task.

12.0 Toreceive items for information and consideration for the next agenda
Clir Monck - grass cutting tender
Clir Morton - dealing with vexatious complaints and communications;

- stability of the wall surrounding the old Campbell’s garage site.

13.0 To confirm the date and time of the next YTC meeting: 7pm, 11th October 2022

The meeting closed

SIGNED (Clerk): vovvelnsleene dlZei 2722570, oo DATE: L L R e
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