Classification: Internal Use


	NOTICE OF MEETING
You are hereby summoned to a meeting of
                              Yarm Town Council to be held at 
The Fellowship Hall (side entrance)
West Street, Yarm TS15 9BT.
Date: Tuesday 14th June 2022      
Time:     7pm 
Members of the public are invited to
attend the meeting 
COVID Guidance at the time applies.
Juliet Johnson, Proper Officer to YTC
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	Yarm Town Council
Town Hall
High Street
Yarm
TS15 9AH



In accordance with the Openness of Local Government Bodies Regulations 2014, photographing, recording, broadcasting or transmitting the proceedings of a meeting by any means is permitted; the Chair will notify those present of this at the start of the meeting and ask whether they agree to be filmed, recorded or photograph
    YARM TOWN COUNCIL
MINUTES
PRESENT:
Cllr John Coulson (Chair)			Cllr Chris Neil	
Cllr Alan Moffitt (Vice Chair)			Cllr Marjorie Simpson
Cllr Philip Addison				Cllr Pam Smailes
Cllr Peter Monck				Cllr Barbara Wegg
Rate Payers Rep. Karen Shields		Clerk / Proper Officer - Juliet Johnson	
3 members of the public were present.

1.0     To appoint a Chairman in the absence of the Chair and/or Vice Chair	N/A
The Chair requested that all votes during the meeting should be recorded votes.
2.0     Apologies for Absence							
Ward Cllrs. Sherris and Fagan.
3.0    Code of Conduct | Declaration of Interest | Dispensation
a) To record declarations of interest from members of any item to be discussed
3.1	Cllr Monck declared a non-prejudicial interest as regards any matters relating to the enclosed church yard.
3.2	Cllr Neil declared an interest as regards any matters relating to 72A High Street Yarm.
b) To consider, vote upon and record any requests for dispensation
3.3	None were received.

4.0   Confirmation of Minutes
The RPR confirmed that she was not present at any of the meetings held on 14th June - the Clerk is to make this correction.
To accept the minutes of the previous meetings:
4.1	Annual Meeting held on Tuesday 10th May 2022 and approve their signature by the Chairman of the meeting.
PROPOSED:	Cllr Addison		SECONDED:	Cllr Neil		AGREED:	All
4.2	Weigh and Tolls Committee held on Tuesday 10th May 2022 and approve their signature by the Chairman of the     meeting.
PROPOSED:	Cllr Addison		SECONDED:	Cllr Monck	AGREED:	All
4.3	Yarm Town Council held on Tuesday 10th May 2022 and approve their signature by the Chairman of the meeting.
PROPOSED:	Cllr Monck		SECONDED:	Cllr Addison	AGREED:	All

5.0    	Matters arising from the minutes of the previous Ordinary YTC meeting, 10th May 2022:
5.1	Litter Bins and Trade Waste Bins : Current Position					- ALL	
No further update other than Councillors would still like to know the exact location for the relevant businesses bins agreed as part of original permission. The issue would not be fully solved until these locations are adhered to.
ACTION:	Clerk to request again.
The matter of existing (but now old) public litter bins was raised by Cllr Coulson. He has raised the issue of the need for replacements; the problem of cigarette butts causing fires in the bins. Some of the bins are therefore dysfunctional.
5.2	Mayoral Chain										- Cllr Wegg /Clerk
The Clerk is requesting quotes/examples of new pins to update the existing Mayoral regalia (badge on ribbon with pins bearing the names of past chairs) with the most recent Chairs. The Clerk can also obtain examples of a pin-on medallion for current use if this of interest to Councillors for current use at Civic events (less formal and less costly than a chain or regalia and enables the ceremonial Mayor role to be identified at events.
Discussion then included the points that plastic clip on badges were used by the Royal Family so this should be good enough for us and could be created for each event. The point was made that these then get lost and have to be made each time. A further point was made that it is important to maintain civic standards (i.e. having some form of simplified regalia). 
5.3	YTC adopting a ‘Charity of the Year’: Brief to Advertise					- Clerk 
The Clerk would share this round and then advertise once suggested comments / amends had been received.
5.4	Worsall Rd. Roundabout: Update & Next Steps						- Cllr Smailes	
5.4.1 	Cllr Smailes stated that the community group leading this is starting on Friday (i.e. 17th June). The Clerk reminded Cllrs. that as a quote had been circulated by Cllr Smailes in relation to this project, the Clerk had approached Stockton Borough Council (as the money is to come from SBC ward budget) to ask if they could receive an invoice from the group directly (the other option having been to pay the group a grant directly i.e. to avoid compromising procurement regs.). SBC had confirmed that they could not pay an invoice directly ( the money would be coming to YTC from the Ward Budget).
5.4.2	Given this situation, as a one off solution, the Clerk suggested that the only choice was now for Cllrs. to agree to waive Standing Order 18.1, d) ( in respect of requiring 3 quotations for items over £1000). This was proposed.
PROPOSED:	Cllr Addison		SECONDED:	Cllr Monck		
AGREED: 	Cllrs. Addison, Monck, Coulson, Moffitt, Neil, Wegg, Smailes.
5.5	Ward Budget Funding:	Spinner proposed for Willey Flatts				- Clerk
The Clerk confirmed that she is awaiting confirmation from the play equipment team at SBC that there is the appropriate space for this item of equipment at Willey Flatts (originally offered for Snaith’s from SBC ward budget).
5.6	Hanging Baskets Contract: update							- Cllr Coulson
Cllr Coulson confirmed that this had been delivered and that he thought they would show to more effect once the bunting was down.
5.7	River Walkways Partnership Project : Update						- Cllr Moffitt 
5.7.1	Cllr Moffitt reminded Cllrs. of the viewing/walk round meeting held with SBC and the volunteers group. As a result, amongst other things, the hazardous bumps/faults all around the pathway  were now marked up ready for flattening/correction by SBC soon.
5.7.2	Cllr Moffitt briefed the meeting as to discussions with the Environment Agency (EA) who had also completed a walk round the paths in question. Whilst previously mainly concerned with direct flood issues (they are now aware of indirect prevention issues linked to maintaining the paths) and may have resources to offer support. Cllr Moffitt read an email from the EA pertaining to this and referenced the consultation work that SBC are going to be conducting in respect of High St improvements and the Levelling Up Fund (relevance of the river as a town asset to economic vitality of  the High St). A list of priorities will be identified for September.
5.7.3	Cllr Coulson referenced that the pontoons were being removed by SBC (as dangerous) but stated he felt that it was dangerous not to have them. Cllr Moffitt confirmed that there had been further vandalism to the pontoons.
5.8	Flag Flying & Policy : update							- Clerk/Cllrs Coulson &  Moffitt
The Clerk confirmed that she had circulated the Department of Culture, Media & Sport (DCMS) guidance notes and list of approved flags to the Cllrs. involved and that a meeting would be scheduled to update the policy.
It was proposed that a new Union Flag needed to be purchased (the current one being very worn).
PROPOSED:	Cllr Addison		SECONDED:	Cllr Coulson		AGREED:	ALL
Cllr Monck stated that this item should be on the Weigh & Tolls Agenda. (Clerk’s Note: whilst the flagpole does exist on the Town Hall / High St., this item is about Policy so originated & remains rightfully under Policy and Resources on the YTC agenda).
5.9	Challoner House - the Queen’s Jubilee							- Cllr Wegg
Cllr Wegg confirmed that the Challenor House event was successful, providing activities for children, traditional races, games and food. Afternoon Tea was provided for older people and activities for adults were held in the evening.
5.10	Offer of a Memorial Bench for Cllr. Alan Gallafant (from the family)			- Cllr Moffitt / Clerk
Cllr Moffitt confirmed that Alan’s family had offered a memorial bench and the proposal was for this to be sited in the  Wellness Centre Garden that has been developed, given Alan’s strong support for & involvement with this project.
ACTION:	Further contact from the family in order to confirm arrangements (Clerk / Cllr Moffitt)
5.11	Ward Councillor Request: relocate bench used for ASB 
(Sheepcote Hill, lower Willey Flatts) 								- The Chair
Cllr Coulson confirmed that he had looked into what the contract might be but that SBC / the ward budget would need to be involved in achieving this so further liaison would take place. The Clerk confirmed that the bench was to be relocated, not removed altogether (the original issue being that it was felt that the specific bench location encouraged ASB gatherings).
5.12	Councillor Vacancies - By-Election: Poll Cards (RETURNING OFFICER REPORT REFERS)	- Clerk / Cllr Coulson
5.12.1	Cllr Coulson introduced this item and stated that he felt poll cards were an unnecessary expense and that the money could be better used. Cllr Wegg stated that she felt all residents should be informed. Cllr Monck stated that poll cards are a good way to reach out to new residents. The Clerk referred Cllrs to the report circulated that had been forwarded from the returning Officer at SBC as to the role and functions of poll cards and confirmed that they did not contain the names of candidates. It was proposed that YTC should request poll cards.
PROPOSED:	Cllr Wegg		SECONDED:	Cllr Monck		
AGREED:	Cllrs Wegg, Monck, Moffitt, Smailes, Addison	
AGAINST:	Cllr Coulson		ABSTAINED:	Cllrs Simpson and Neil.

6.0    	Council Finances 
6.1  	To authorise payment of the accounts 	
6.1.1	 Payments List Refers								- Cllr Addison
PROPOSED:	Cllr Monck		SECONDED:	Cllr Moffitt		AGREED:	ALL
6.2	Income and Expenditure Report & Bank Reconciliation (1st April ‘22 - 31st May ‘22)	- Cllr Addison / Clerk
Cllr Addison highlighted features of the income and expenditure report and presented the bank reconciliations. These were noted by the meeting.
6.3	Update of Asset Register								- Clerk 	
6.3.1	The Clerk gave a brief summary as regards updating the Asset Register, In short, she is approaching this in 2 parts (noting that this appears to have not been done for a number of years e.g. 2015 or before). The first part of the review is included in the current Asset Register for this year’s AGAR and shows several disposals e.g. road traffic signs for events understood to have been transferred in previous years to SBC ownership; disposal of furniture and equipment that formed contents value at Fellowship Hall which it is understood were worn out in previous years and have been replaced by items resourced by the Fellowship Hall Committee. In addition, several acquisitions of items that should be counted as assets had not been included in previous years (e.g. 2019). Explanations for the review of the Asset Register (and figures) are presented in the AGAR submission (DOCUMENT REFERS, as circulated).
6.3.2	The Clerk explained that part 2 of the Asset Register review could take place as items are disposed of / re-assessed in preparing to open the refurbished town hall and heritage centre this year.
6.4	Annual Governance & Accountability Return 1st April 2021 - 31st March 2022		- Clerk / Cllr Addison
	(DOCUMENTS REFER)
6.4.1	Receive and note:
a) Effectiveness of Internal Control Report
b) Internal Audit Annual Report (& Interim)			- Clerk
The Clerk presented a) the Effectiveness of Internal Control Report and b) the Internal Audit Annual Report (& Interim Audit Report - this had been circulated when completed but not presented to Council). Both reports were noted by the meeting.
	6.4.2 	Approve the Annual Governance Statement (AGAR Section 1) 21 / 22		- Clerk
The Clerk presented the Annual Governance Statement (AGAR Section 1) 21/22 as had been circulated to councillors for the meeting. This was proposed and approved.
PROPOSED:	Cllr Addison		SECONDED:	Cllr Coulson		AGREED:	ALL
	6.4.3	Consider and Approve the Statement of Accounts (AGAR Section 2) 21 / 22	- Cllr Addison / Clerk	
The Clerk & Cllr Adison presented the Statement of Accounts (AGAR Section 2) 2021 / 2022, supported by the Annual Accounts Report. Cllr Moffitt noted the difference between boxes 7 & 8 - this relates to a VAT refund not received by 31st March 2022 (Document Refers - a sheet in Cllr papers and sent as part of the AGAR illustrates the explanation). The AGAR Statement of Accounts was proposed and approved.
PROPOSED:	Cllr Coulson		SECONDED:	Cllr Addison		AGREED:	ALL
6.4.4	Ensure that the following are signed by the Chair				- Clerk
a) Statement of Accounts (A.G.A.R)
b) Balance Sheet
c) Statement of Governance (A.G.A.R)
The Chair signed a), b) and c) above in the presence of the meeting.
	6.4.5	Note of the requirement to inform the public of the period for the Exercise of Public Rights 
(16th June 2022 - 27th July 2022) and details regarding sections 26 and 27 of the Local Audit & Accountability Act 2014.
The meeting noted the above, the period for the Exercise of Public Rights as being 16th June 2022 - 27th July 2022.
6.5	Proposed Audit Plan for 2022 - 2023							- Cllr Addison / Clerk
The Internal Auditor had proposed an audit plan for the financial year 2022 - 2023 (DOCUMENT REFERS,  as circulated).
This was proposed and approved.
PROPOSED:	Cllr Addison		SECONDED:	Cllr Moffitt		AGREED:	ALL
6.6	Insurance Cover									- Clerk / Cllr Addison
6.6.1	Following dispensation being granted to the Clerk (working in consultation with lead Cllr for Finance and the Chair) at the previous meeting to make insurance arrangements for YTC for the next period, The Clerk fed back on the process and quotations sought in order to refresh cover.
6.6.2	Cllr Addison gave the background that YTC had been covered by Axa for the past 3 years. For renewal the Clerk and several local government specialist brokers had looked at 4 possible insurers : 2 companies confirmed that they were withdrawing from the Public Sector market, 1 company declined to offer a quote and the fourth, recommended by the borker previously used by YTC, offered a quote that was accepted (representing an increase of £1k+ on the previous arrangement, explanations being offered by the broker who, it was felt, offered detailed support/help) and YTC’s insurance arrangements agreed (detail of above on file). The cost is contained within this month’s Payments List.
6.7	Update of YTC Building Valuations: Cemetery Chapel, Fellowship Hall, (& Town Hall)	- Cllr Addison
Cllr Addison presented the discussion held with the Clerk and Insurance Broker that it would be prudent for YTC to have its building assets re-assessed in terms of replacement value. All had felt they weren’t necessarily still appropriate during insurance discussions. The cost for re-assessing the Fellowship Hall and Yarm Chapel is £520 (£260 each) - this was proposed and agreed.
PROPOSED:	Cllr Addison		SECONDED:	Cllr Coulson		AGREED:	ALL

7.0    	To Review and Consider the Correspondence List  					- ALL
7.1	Cllr Moffitt enquired as to what items 119, 261 and 262 referred to. The Clerk confirmed  that 
a) 119 was in respect of the roof of the Fellowship Hall (an insurance claim had been made due to storm damage);
b) 261 & 262 were in relation to several complaints received regarding the vociferous nature of charity collectors operating outside of Boyes.
8.0  	Adjournment and Questions From the Public						- Chair 
8.1	The Chair adjourned the meeting in order to receive any questions from the public.
8.2	A member of the public briefed the meeting as to  a quantity of nettles around Snaith’s Field that were causing a problem (it was noted that those adjacent to the railway were on railway authority land and therefore their responsibility). Councillors agreed for this issue to be addressed.
ACTION:	The Clerk to arrange grounds maintenance to clear the area YTC is responsible for and to contact Network Rail re. to alert them to the issue as applies to their land. 
8.3	Another member of the public commented on the recent quantity of graffiti that has occurred on a range of play equipment including that at Snaith’s Field. The Council confirmed awareness of this (being raised under 10.2 below) and, bringing this item forward in response to the public question, proposed that YTC should pay for the removal of the graffiti as part of play equipment maintenance.
PROPOSED:	Cllr Addison		SECONDED: 	Cllr Coulson		AGREED:	ALL
8.4	A member of the public stated that the issue of pavement clutter and obstruction not only related potentially to cafes, restaurants, pubs but also to another business that used both sides of the pavement to display goods. Cllr Moffitt confirmed that he had also spoken with the retailer in question and that 1.5 metres minimum must be left clear. It was suggested that this was potentially a matter for SBC.
8.5.1	The Clerk read out the response from SBC regarding Cllr Neil’s proposal to have a scheme in Yarm High St. similar to that used in Leeds for ensuring cafe / pub furniture does not contravene leaving the 1.5 metre required passing space.(EMAIL REFERS). In short, 12 premises that were open were inspected (morning of Tuesday 14th June ‘22) and all but 1 had areas of non-compliance . The pavement licence regime has been extended and is expected to go through parliament in the coming months to become a permanent feature of the High Street. Greater emphasis is to be given regarding enforcement and greater powers are to be given to Licensing Authorities to maintain compliance. The (SBC) Highways department has stated, re the blue dots idea,  that no pavement markings are allowed and that this was only done in Leeds as a ‘last resort’.
(NB this item was intended to be mentioned under the High St Audit item on the Weigh and Tolls agenda)
8.5.2	It was noted that SBC are clearly aiming to address the issue that has concerned YTC for some time.
8.6 	A member of the public leading The True Lovers Walk Volunteers was invited to feedback on work to date. Fundraising had been going well - examples include £1k  raised through the Go Fund Me Page and Ward Cllrs had contributed a further £1k. 3 benches and wild flower planting has been achieved and many of the volunteers contribute significant amounts themselves.

9.0  	Policy and Resources:
9.1	Cemetery Report 									- Cllr Moffitt
Cllr Moffitt reported that there have been several recent burials. Quotations are awaited for work to survey and then repair the historic tomb that is damaged (likely largely tree root issues) and fenced off in St Mary Magdalene Churchyard. Cllr Moffitt confirmed that the Chapel is to be cleaned.	
9.2	Allotments Report 									- Cllr Coulson
9.2.1	Cllr Coulson confirmed that he will be asking the Clerk to convene an Allotments Committee meeting in the near future. There are a number of practical issues for decision and matters for discussion. The fitting of taps was referenced - an addition made following on from an issue of access identified sometime ago (Cllr Wegg referenced not being aware of where this was agreed, given issues regarding water bills). The Clerk suggested that there were a number of taps that also need removing (e.g. some having been added ‘ad hoc’ by tenants) but an expert survey might be the way forward to solve water pressure / flow / usage issues as regards where and how many taps should be placed/remain.
9.2.2	Cllr Coulson reported that perimeter fencing was to be renewed/added at the back of Worsall Allotments (agreed at the previous meeting). The disposal of a rotten shed on a vacant plot at Worsall allotments was underway.
9.3	Proposal for Memorial Bench for Vincenzo Serino					- Cllr Moffitt
Cllr Moffitt briefed the meeting that the daughter of Vincenzo Serino (Santoros) had requested whether the Council would support a request for siting a memorial bench somewhere in Yarm - currently the river walk is a possibility. The family would pay for this. The meeting agreed that they were in support of this proposal.
PROPOSED:	Cllr Moffitt		SECONDED:	Cllr Addison		AGREED:	ALL
(NB Cllr Simpson had left the meeting prior to this vote)
						
10.0	Planning & Environment:						       		
10.1	Matters Arising: Planning Applications & Lists 						- Cllr Monck / ALL
10.1.1	Cllr Monck briefed the meeting that the Leven Farm development (215 properties) had still not been approved. He reported that Cllrs may wish to note that 72a High Street is under application for Change of Use from business to residential. 
10.1.2	It was reconfirmed that YTC grounds maintenance contractor would be planting the unadopted tubs by the riverside (rear of Santoro’s).
10.2	Latest Play Area Reports & Issues: Update						- Clerk
The Clerk referenced Cllrs to the Play Area Reports (circulated with meeting papers) as regards repairs and maintenance due i.e. all issues rated medium to high are actioned immediately. In addition this month, the graffiti referenced and proposed for removal at 8.3 above would also be actioned (SBC to be notified).
														
11.0  	To agree any content for the YTC website and requests for Facebook features
11.1	Feedback on items to date & proposed new items					- Clerk / ALL	
The Clerk referenced a figure of @ 13,000 people reached as regards social media for the Gala and Jubilee activities.
					
12.0  	To receive items for information and consideration for the next agenda		- ALL
12.1	Cllr Monck referenced a pending meeting of the staffing committee. As previously, cllrs will be made aware. 
12.2	Cllr Addison requested that a Leisure and Culture meeting should soon consider Christmas Lights Switch-On and Christmas Eve events.

13.0  	To confirm the date and time of the next YTC meeting:  				7pm, 12th July 2022			 	 
14.0  	Confidential Item(s) 	
N/A	
						
In accordance with the Public Bodies Admission to Meetings Act 1960, press and the public shall be excluded for this item due to its confidential nature.  LGA Act 1972 schedule 12 paragraph 10(2)(e
The Public Bodies (Admission to Meetings) Act 1960 Sec 1 (2) - A body may, by resolution, exclude the public from a meeting (whether during the whole or part of the proceedings) whenever publicity would be prejudicial to the public interest by reason of the confidential nature of the business to be transacted or for other special reasons stated in the resolution and arising from the nature of that business or of the proceedings; and where such a resolution is passed, this Act shall not require the meeting to be open to the public during proceedings to which the resolution applies.

With the exception of any item identified above as containing exempt or confidential information under the Local Government Act 1972 – section 100A(4), members of the public (other than those prohibited from doing so) are entitled to attend this meeting and/or have access to the agenda
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